SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT         12/8/2024.

THEME: PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD.
What kind of a world do you think we live in? Messed up? Uncertain? Scary?
I hear these sorts of descriptions and comments all the time. When people talk about the state of the world it is almost always in a dark and doomsday kind of way. I understand why some feel that way.
Amidst these challenges I see a lot of wonderful things going on all over, people going beyond themselves to love and give comfort.
My gut tells me that human beings have always worried about the state of the world. The Ukrainian war, the Israel - Gaza war and the war in Sudan, whose outcomes resulted in tens of millions of deaths…not to mention many other “wars” and military actions that no one could agree on. 
These things are enough to depress us if we dwell on them all.  Sometimes we need help to see beyond our present woes to someone who can give us hope. That is what Prophet Baruch tells the people of Jerusalem in our first reading Take off your robe of mourning and loss and put on the glory of God. Look to God for that hope. 
This is what Jesus’ birth is telling us. This is what his presence with us today in the Eucharist is telling us.  But today’s readings are telling us one more thing. We can’t just sit back and wait for all to happen. We have to prepare. Quoting Isaiah, the Baptist cries out to prepare the way of the Lord. It is an invitation to each of us to “make straight his paths.” And that should tell us something about the spiritual life and this season in particular. God always does his part, not once or once in a while, but always. We are the ones who must also do our part, opening ourselves up to the transforming love of the one who is love.
God, it appears, isn’t as concerned with fixing what is broken on the outside. But rather is more concerned with healing what is broken and wounded on the inside. That may be the reason John is insisting on preparing the way of the Lord through repentance and amending one’s life. In John’s mind the Lord is coming to pour his life not simply into the world. But into each person who is ready to receive him, into each person who has emptied himself or herself so that he or she may be filled with the very Spirit of God.
That is really what Advent is all about…waiting for and preparing for God to break into our world. But most importantly to break into our hearts. That is what the Incarnation makes possible…a world in which God is present in every corner, particularly in every corner of our being.
