THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT             12/15/2024.

Theme: “Share, Be fair, & Prayer.”
On December 10th this month we had around seventy little children gathered up in our church of Holy Family for their Christmas program. I asked one of the two children before the program to tell me two of the great gifts that Jesus gave us, which are mentioned in so many Christmas cards. When I said, “Those two gifts are ‘Peace and …...,” one little boy shouted out, “Quiet!”  Obviously, the answer I was looking for was, Joy.
Today’s scriptures resonate with the theme of Joy- of rejoicing in the Lord. With the hectic activity that consumes our energy during this busy season, we might just lose track of the formula that bestows the Peace & joy that Jesus came to bestow upon our hearts. The readings today remind us of a tried-and-true method.  The formula is share, be fair & prayer.
John the Baptist tells us what we should do as well as the people of his day – “share your food and clothing.” An interesting side effect of sharing is that we experience inner warmth, peace and joy.
Secondly, we are called to be fair. To the tax collectors who asked, “What should we do,” John the Baptist said, “Don’t cheat” – and to the soldiers, “Do not practice extortion.”  In other words, “Stop being bullies!”
It is contemporary. It applies to employers and employee. It applies to how we treat workers right here in Minnesota. It applies to the Government, to CEOs and families.
Finally, we are called to pray. St. Paul gives us the key to our problems. He says, “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God Then the peace of God will be given to you.” That advice was originally directed toward the Philippian community, it is still good advice for restoring peace today.
Share, be fair & prayer is the proof formula for peace and joy in our hearts. The greatest of these three, however, is prayer because that is what always gives the strength to do the other two.
As that little boy shouted out to be quiet, Advent is a time for some silence – a time to draw near to God through prayerful listening to His voice in the depths of our hearts. It was during quiet time that God was born in the heart of Mary long before he was conceived in her body. 
